Pastor Dale Blackwood

June 21, 1932 - September 5, 2016

'Dale Blackwood died on September 5, 2016, with his wife, Sue, by his side. A
gentle man with an easy smile and perceptive blue eyes, he leaves behind a
58-year legacy of helping people come to know Christ.He was born at the
beginning of the Great Depression in 1932 to George and Eva Blackwood in
Hominy, Oklahoma, a surprise baby who grew up prone to mischief, a trait he
inherited from his father who greeted the 4th of July every year by throwing
strings of firecrackers into his son's room.Dale graduated from Hominy High
School and began college at Oklahoma Baptist University, but left to join the
United States Army to fight in the Korean conflict, starting out as a heavy
mortar specialist and ending as a forward observer. When he returned from
the war, he decided to heed the call h",¢d felt since high school to go into the
ministry. He worked his way through the University of Tulsa by tuning pianos,
and became the first in his family to receive a college degree. He then went
on to receive his Masters of Divinity from Midwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary, working nights and going to school during the day.Along the way,
he met Sue Lakey on a blind date set up by his cousin, and was so smitten he
proposed on their second date. Several proposals later, she finally accepted,
and they were married in 1957, in Bristow, Oklahoma.Dal",¢s first full time
pastorate was at High Point Baptist Church in Raytown, Missouri. A few years
later, he felt called to serve as a missionary, and took his family to San Jose,
Costa Rica where he pastored an English language church for North
Americans and established Spanish language churches in the surrounding



villages. Upon his return to the United States in 1972, he was call to be the
pastor of First Baptist Church of Owasso, and served there for 23 years until
his retirement. He never really retired though, and ended up serving as an
intentional interim pastor with the job of breathing new life into troubles
churches in Missouri, Virginia, and Oklahoma.He served on the board of the
Oklahoma Baptist Convention and Baptist Children's Home, held various
offices with the Tulsa Baptist Association, was a charter member of the Rotary
Club of Owasso, was a longtime member of the Owasso Chamber of
Commerce, and was an instrumental member of the Character Council for
Owasso which established the character program still in use today. At various
times he was the president of Rotary Club of Owasso, the Owasso Chamber
of Commerce, and the Owasso Ministerial Alliance. He taught courses at
Oklahoma Baptist University and at the Extension Seminary in Tulsa for the
Southwestern Theological Seminary. He was the first intentional interim
director of missions in the Southern Baptist Convention, establishing the
model for that program which is still used today.Dale had a curious, active
mind and liked trying different things, usually by reading a book on the topic
and then trying his hand at it. He taught himself to sail, carve wood, rebuild a
car engine, and build a shed. He learned Morse code so that he could
communicate by ham radio with people all over the world while he was in
Costa Rica. He enjoyed taking art classes, and developed into a good
amateur sketch artist and oil painter, only stopping the classes when they
reached the point that required the students to draw a nude model, at which
time he thought he better forego the classes and keep drawing on his own.He
refereed junior high football games for four years, pitched on a slow-pitch
softball team for several years, rarely missed a Tulsa Hurricane home football
game, took up golf in his 70's, and in his retirement, was the first one at the
YMCA five mornings a week.He read voraciously and frequented book sales,
lining his shelves, office, and finally storage boxes with everything from Erle
Stanley Gardner, to Louis L'Amour to political biographies and Civil War
histories. He solved the daily crossword puzzles in ink, and tested for and was



accepted into Mensa just to prove to himself that he could, but never told
anyone except Sue, his wife.He loved to travel, going to Maccu Pichu,
England, Athens, Corinth, Amsterdam, and Jerusalem and on mission trips to
Russia, Venezuela, Wales, New Zealand, and Africa.He enjoyed fatherhood
even when his children, Mark and Beth Ann, weren't necessarily enjoyable,
spinning tales to them when they were children of adventures of'karMA¢a,~A
and"nnA theBA¢a,-A patiently indulging the arrogant certainty of their teen
years, and wading in with opinions only when asked in their adulthood. He
encouraged his children to shoot for the stars, but reassured them by his
steady presence that h",¢d love them if they fell to earth.Dale was the rare
individual who held his own counsel, not giving his opinions unless asked, and
even then being careful in what he said. The overriding theme to all his
sermons and his life was one of encouragement. He typed out and taped 2nd
Timothy 1:7 to his desk, and did his best to live his life by its guidance:
A¢a,~A“For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and
discipline.A¢a,~AHe was preceded in death by his parents, George and Eva,
and his brother, Paul. He leaves behind a family who loved and respected
him: his beloved wife of 59 years, Sue; a son, Mark Blackwood; daughter,
Beth Ann Blackwood and husband Tom Thomas; four grandchildren, Tom
Thomas Il, Amanda Thomas and husband Ross Carmichael, Tiffanye
Thomas, and Jennifer Thomas; two great grandchildren, Hanley and Hunter
Thomas.Visitation will be held from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., Thursday,
September 8, 2016, at Mowery Funeral Service in Owasso. Funeral service
will be held 1:30 p.m., Friday, September 9, 2016, at First Baptist Church in
Owasso with Pastor Chris Wall officiating. Committal service and interment
will follow at Graceland Memorial Park Cemetery in Owasso. The family
requests memorial contributions be made to Mission Owasso-FBC, 13307
East 96th Street North, Owasso, Oklahoma, 74055; M.D. Anderson Cancer
Center, P.O. Box 4486, Houston, Texas, 77210-4486; or the International
Mission Board for the Southern Baptist Convention, P.O. Box 6767,



Richmond, Virginia, 23230-0767 or www.imb.org. Arrangements and services
were entrusted to Mowery Funeral Service of Owasso.www.moweryfs.com'



Tribute Wall

‘Beth Ann And Family, 1"m so sorry for your loss. Although | did not
know Dale, it certainly sounds like he was a great father, husband,
and advocate for the Lord'

Charlie Thomas - September 09, 2016 at 01:43 PM

'‘Our heatrtfelt sympathy.\r\nDavid & Beth'

David Slatton - September 09, 2016 at 01:07 AM

'l have many memories of Reverend Blackwood, several of his
gentle way of trying to guide me toward the right path. One that
always stayed with me was a time during my senior year in high
school. | participated on the church softball team which required
church attendance at least once a week. | bumped into the Pastor at
the post office one day, and after a few pleasantries Dale asked me
if I was going to quit school. | was taken aback to say the least and
said "No Sir, why would | do that?" He said "well | just wondered
since football season is over." I"m pretty sure | made it to the back
pew that next Sunday. | know the Holy Spirit is comforting the
family, Mark, Beth Ann, and Mrs. Blackwood, please know my spirit
and love for you is with you also.’

Rick Antle - September 08, 2016 at 11:21 PM

'"Thank you for your services of Christ. Prayers to your family '

Bobby Slagle - September 08, 2016 at 10:47 PM



'l am one of those folks Dale worked with and walked the Roman
road with in his 58 year career, and along with Bill Caudle led me to
know Christ as my Lord and Savior. May God bless and comfort you
Sue, and the family during this time of loss. Prov 3:5-6'

Tom Austin - September 08, 2016 at 07:16 PM

'Welcome thou good and faithful servant unto thy rest and peace
with the Angels at the throne. No more pain and suffering, only the
joy of the Lord.’

Robert Blackwood - September 08, 2016 at 05:29 AM

'‘Dear Mark (and Blackwood family), \\nMy heart aches to learn of
the loss of your father/husband/pastor. He was a dedicated man
whose obituary speaks of a life well-lived and spent serving others
above self. \\nThis is a difficult time in many ways. You will each
feel differently about the loss; and those feelings will come and go in
waves. | feel the heaviness that | felt when in your similar
circumstances, not too long ago. It is hard to let go of the people we
love -- even if we know we"ll see them again. And, even when we
know they aren't suffering anymore. \r\nl regret that | will not be
able to be at the services this week, but know that | am thinking of
you and praying for you. Be kind to yourself, let others know when
you need something and when you don"t. Most of all, soak in the
moments of others who want to say the loving and wonderful things
about your father to you. It is nice to know how much he was loved.
\r\nLove you, my friend. \\nLinda Goelzer'

Linda Goelzer - September 07, 2016 at 11:45 PM



‘Brother Dale was a wonderful, compassionate pastor. His earthly
family and friend will miss him but his heavenly family is rejoicing."

Ruthie Christy - September 07, 2016 at 06:51 PM

‘A wonderful man who exemplified Christ"s love in his life. '

Rex Latham - September 07, 2016 at 05:38 PM

'Message This kind, gracious man will be greatly missed. '

Maxine Zaffuto - September 06, 2016 at 11:28 PM

‘A very rare and gentle man with such a giving, caring spirit.’

Loy & Ann Payne - September 06, 2016 at 10:58 PM



