
Paul Maurice Shireman
June 4, 1931 - April 16, 2022

The sum of a man’s life is measured not so much by his accomplishments but
by the people he has touched. Paul Shireman scored high in both categories.
He was born in Joplin, Missouri, on June 4, 1931, to Bill and Blanche
Shireman, in the midst of the Great Depression. From humble beginnings, his
life path led him around the world and into the sky. He spent the last years of
his life in Owasso, Oklahoma, a place he was glad to call his home for 37
years. 

 

After high school, Paul graduated from Texas Tech University in 1954 with a
degree in Petroleum Geology. He served two years in the U.S. Army after
being drafted. During that period he met his future wife, Norma Terry, from
Webb City, Missouri. Paul and Norma were married on December 27, 1954.
Their first child, Kevin Paul Shireman, was born in December 1956, followed
by William Leslie in 1958 and Paul Terry in 1960. 

 

Paul went to work for Dowell Division of the Dow Chemical Company after his
discharge from the Army, where he spent his entire professional career. In
1967, he and his family moved overseas, living in Venezuela, Iran, and
Indonesia over the next six years before returning to the United States in
1973. He then lived in Texas and Ohio before finally being transferred to
Owasso, where he and Norma bought their house near Gundy’s airport. It was
their 27th home together since their marriage and would be their last. 



Paul retired from Dowell in 1984 and immediately became engaged in the
Owasso community. He participated in the Tulsa Area Council on Aging. He
volunteered for the AARP tax preparation program for over 30 years,
preparing thousands of income tax returns and helping elderly and indigent
individuals. He developed many relationships with people who returned to him
year after year for assistance with their returns. He was also active in the Area
Agency on Aging in Tulsa and the Owasso Golden Agers. He was a frequent
pool player at the Owasso Community Center in the mornings, and he
participated in pool tournaments in the area for many years. He was always
willing to lend a hand wherever any help was needed. 

 

Paul’s great passion was flying. He obtained his private pilot’s license in 1964
and actively flew until just a few months before his passing. He owned a
Cessna 172 when he retired and in 2007 began flying a two-seater airplane
he built himself in his backyard hangar. In 2019 he was recognized by the
Federal Aviation Administration with a “Master Pilot” award for 50 years of
safe flying. His flying career has taken him to Canada, the Bahamas, and 38
of the 50 United States, including Alaska. He was active in Chapter 10 of the
Experimental Aircraft Association, participating in numerous pancake
breakfasts and the Young Eagles program where he introduced over 400
youngsters to the joys of flying. He made many friends in the flying
community, attending innumerable weekend fly-in camping get-togethers and
breakfasts. 

Paul was active physically until just before his passing, and he never lost his
sharp mind and wit. He was grateful for the wonderful friendships he had
developed over the years in Owasso and was glad that he and Norma had
made it their home. The family wishes to express their appreciation to the
many friends and neighbors who dropped in during his illness to visit Paul. He
always appreciated their presence and he never failed to greet them with a



smile and joke. 

Paul was preceded in death by his older brother, Robert Shireman, and his
oldest son, Kevin Shireman. He is survived by his wife of 67 years, Norma;
son Leslie Shireman and wife, Vickie Longwill; son Paul Terry Shireman and
wife Donna; grandchildren Jennifer Beaudoin and husband Patrick, Paul
Eugene Shireman and wife Julie, and Schuyler Shireman; and great-
grandchildren Patrick, Dylan, and Avery Beaudoin. 

Visitation will be held from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 19, 2022,
at Mowery Funeral Service in Owasso. Funeral service will be 10:00 a.m. on
Wednesday, April 20, 2022, at Owasso First United Methodist Church.
Interment will be held 2:30 p.m., Wednesday, April 20, 2022 at Ozark
Memorial Park Cemetery, Joplin, Missouri.



Cemetery Details

Ozark Memorial Park Cemetery

415 North St. Louis Avenue
Joplin, MO 64801

Previous Events

Visitation

APR 19. 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

Mowery Funeral Service Chapel
9110 North Garnett Road
Owasso, OK 74055

Funeral Service

APR 20. 10:00 AM (CT)

First United Methodist Church Owasso
13800 E. 106th St. N
Owasso, OK 74055

Graveside

APR 20. 2:30 PM (CT)

Ozark Memorial Park Cemetery
415 North St. Louis Avenue
Joplin, MO 64801
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Sandra Vice - April 19, 2022 at 07:13 PM

Mr Shireman was always so nice and said “Hi” to me every Sunday
at church (FUMC). He also prepared our tax forms at the community
center in Owasso until COVID hit. He will be missed by many. Bless
his family. Our heartfelt sympathy goes out to the family. 

  
Sandra and Kent Vice.

Gloria Wiliams - April 19, 2022 at 07:04 PM

This was the kindest and nicest man I knew. I enjoyed him and
Norma’s visits to Joplin . My prayers and love to Norma and family.
He will be missed by many. 
Gloria Wiliams 
Cousin

April 19, 2022 at 02:02 PM

Small Garden Dish was purchased for the family
of Paul Maurice Shireman.

https://www.moweryfs.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1416&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.moweryfs.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1416&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Les Shireman - April 19, 2022 at 02:01 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Frances Herod - April 19, 2022 at 11:46 AM

We will miss him. He was liked by everyone who knew him. My
prayers and thoughts are with the family. . . . and tax season will
never be the same. I am so sorry for your loss.

April 19, 2022 at 10:29 AM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Paul Maurice Shireman.

April 19, 2022 at 10:04 AM

Strength & Solace Spray was purchased for the
family of Paul Maurice Shireman.

https://www.moweryfs.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.moweryfs.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.moweryfs.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2988&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.moweryfs.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2988&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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April 18, 2022 at 07:44 PM

Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Paul Maurice Shireman.

Robin Maxwell - April 18, 2022 at 06:41 PM

We had a special bond. He was my favorite uncle. And I was his
favorite niece. So many memories to last my lifetime. I will cherish
them all. I know he is celebrating with his Archie Bunker and all of
his family and friends. He was a true gentle man. Never harsh. And
those blue eyes and smile would always make me feel safe and
loved. 
Uncle Paul, I know we will be reunited in the blink of an eye. You
are a fine and loyal servant to your Lord. And the most caring,
giving and loving person to your entire family. Go Rest High on That
Mountain. Job well done. I love you. Always.

April 18, 2022 at 02:37 PM

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the
family of Paul Maurice Shireman.

https://www.moweryfs.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4273&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.moweryfs.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4273&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.moweryfs.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.moweryfs.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Julie Shireman - April 18, 2022 at 12:33 PM

2 files added to the album Memories Album


